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I si]    All orders and instructions lliai you mav receive from the Secret

i.        j                                                               *            j

Committee for the time being, as likewise all such of a secret nature
which shall be delivered to you by any persons authorised by that
Committee during the whole course of your voyage, are to be carefully
preserved together, and on your arrival at your last consigned port they
are to be delivered to the President. In the mean time you are to keep
them inviolably secret.
[22] By the order of encouragement enclosed you will observe
what care we have taken to excite the courage of your men in case of
being attacked by Europe pirates, or any formidable Europe enemy,
during your voyage, to assure your officers and ship's company in our
name that we will reward them, after the safe arrival of the ship and
discharge of the cargo at her last consigned port, adequate to the merits
of the case and their behaviour in defence of our property, either in
proportion to their several wages as they are entered upon your books
or otherwise as shall appear just and reasonable; as to yourself we will
reward you agreeable to your conduct and courage. In case of any
persons killed their familys here shall be entitled to their share of
the gratuity that shall be assigned, which we will see distributed. We
leave the management of this order to your prudence, supposing you
will not make use of it without a real necessity.
[23] We some time ago was [were] exposed to a good deal of
trouble from the importunity of the crew of the Edgecote on account
of a petty engagement with some free hooters on the coast of Malabar,
who had formed a notion that they were entitled to a reward for the same.
You arc to observe such an affair is by no means within the meaning
ot this, order of encouragement and, as beforcmentioned, we shall depend
upon your prudence not to give your ship's company any assurances of
a reward without a real necessity.
[24] We have enclosed our printed indulgence to the commanders,
officeis and seamen of our freighted ships, and we hereby put you,
your officers and seamen on the like footing in proportion to the
Nottingham's tonnage, which must not be exceeded on any pretence
whatsoever.
[25] You are to be answerable to us for whatever shall be shipped
on our account on board the Nottingham, and you are to pay for all
deficiencies unless you can make it evidently appear that such deficiencies
proceed from the usual waste and unavoidable accident.
[26] We hereby consent that yourself, your officers and ship's
company may continue in the East Indies to obtain employment, if they
can, in the seafaring way if they choose it, provided such employment
shall not be inconsistent with or prejudicial to the interest of the
Company, or if they shall not think proper to remain in India they
are to be at liberty to return home, at their own expence, on any of the
Company's ships for which they may be engaged, or can procure a
passage.